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"Der Traum ein Leben," the first act of which was writ-
ten soon after "Die Ahnf rau," follows it closely as to metre,
and resembles it also in other features. Its melodious
verse, which does not easily lend itself to translation,
carries the reader along with irresistible impetuosity, while
the spectator is fascinated by the constant shifting of scenes
and incidents. The charm lies in the spirit and movement
of the whole and not, as is the case in most of the other
of Grillparzer's plays, in character drawing and delicacy
of execution. The drama is, moreover, interesting as a
psychological study of dream life. The plot has all the
exuberance of the Orient, as pictured in a poet's fancy.
The characters come and go with the shadowy uncertainty
of dream phantoms, and yet the whole is consistent and
dissolves into a convincing story. Plot and versification
point unmistakably to the Spanish sources from which the
poet so often derived inspiration.

The extraordinary success which the play met with at
its first performance was confirmed by the subsequent
verdict of the Yienna public. "Der Traum ein Leben" has
been performed at the Burgtheater more frequently than
any other of Grillparzer's plays. But the author himself
realized that in the plot of his symbolical fairy story he
had made a bold choice, "the like of which," he said, "is
permitted to a writer but once."urns to his betrothed, dis-
